Resource Packet #4
Sample #3: Oral Presentation

Context

The following assessment was developed to determine the extent to which college freshmen have the oral communication skills to succeed in college for remediation purposes.

Assessment

Task


Students are given five minutes to prepare a three-minute persuasive speech on one of the following topics or on one of their own choosing:

Gun control

School uniforms

Free trade zones

Nuclear disarmament

Urban growth districts

Doctor assisted suicide

Equal rights for women

National health insurance

High school sports programs

Effectiveness of the United Nations

Use of nuclear power in the United States

Methods of conserving energy in the United States

Parents’ control of children’s television viewing habits

Methods of dealing with accused and convicted criminals

Scoring Guide


Student performances are scored by the teacher conducting the assessment using the attached scoring guide. 

	Trait
	3
	2
	1

	Pronunciation
	
	
	

	Facial expression
	
	
	

	Tone of voice
	
	
	

	Speech Clarity
	
	
	

	Informative/persuasive distinction
	
	
	

	Clarity of ideas
	
	
	

	Ability to express and defend a point of view
	
	
	


Resource Packet #4
Sample #4: Seed Bingo

Context

The following instructional project and associated assessment was developed for students in grade 7.

	Science Standard 1:

· Formulate questions

· Construct explanations

· Make further observations

· Interpret organized data

· Modify understanding


	Science Standard 4:

· Variation in organisms

· Species competition

· Developmental patterns

· Living/nonliving environment



	Science Standard 6:

· Determine best decision

· Decision making graphs


	Science Standard 7:

· Work effectively

· Gather/process information

· Generate/analyze ideas

· Present results





This learning experience emphasizes the skills of observation and classification and the ability to compare and contrast.

Students collect and classify seeds on the basis of five methods for seed dispersal. These methods include:

1. wind carried

2. floats

3. pops out or shoots out

4. catches on animal fur

5. attracts an organism


Through the observations of seed structures and methods of seed dispersal, students will construct knowledge on:

· Adaptive advantages for seed dispersal to distribute seed away from the parent plant.

· Adaptive advantages to intermittent dispersal of seeds as opposed to dispersing seeds all at once.

· The beneficial impact of humans and animals on seed dispersal.

· The close relationship between structure of seed and its function for seed dispersal.


Students are divided into small groups to examine real seeds brought in by teacher. Individual students should also view pictures and illustrations from reference materials provided by the teacher. Student groups should focus on the various seed examples in terms of structure and how the structure fits the means of seed dispersal method. After the observation activity, a teacher-directed class discussion will focus on the similarities and differences among the seeds. Emphasis will be placed on how the structure of the seeds helps to determine the method of seed dispersal. At the end of the class discussion, the seed dispersal field study assignment, Seed Bingo will be introduced to the class. A copy of the Seed Bingo template will be distributed to each student. The assignment requires each student to reach “bingo” either horizontally, vertically, or diagonally. A minimum of ten seeds are to be used. Extra credit will be awarded for more than ten seeds. “Jackpot” occurs when the entire card if filled with seeds. This encourages students to reach for higher expectations of the assignment,


Note: It is an excellent opportunity for inclusion of gifted and talented students to extend the assignment to the “Jackpot level.”


Under teacher discretion, you may assign all students to reach “Jackpot Level” for a more vigorous and challenging activity. Rubrics would have to be modified.


Students must design their own display for the Seed Bingo. The seeds may be glued or taped on poster board, wood, Styrofoam, cardboard, etc. If the seeds need more reinforcement, Satan wrap may be used to enclose the seeds before gluing or taping down to the display.


The four supplementary questions to the assignment are reviewed. Students are informed that these questions may ab answered in the regular “question-answer format” or answers may be incorporated in an essay form. Academically challenged students may tape record answers.


The collecting, organizing, classifying, construction of the Seed Bingo display, and preparation of written material are done at home by the students. Learning resource and basic academic teachers can assist students in school.


It is highly recommended that the students be allowed to decide on the nature of the display material and the format for answering the four supplementary questions. This will allow the accommodation for the range of abilities and meet the diverse learning styles of all students.

	Seed Bingo Template

	
	Seed Sample 1
	Seed Sample 2
	Seed Sample 3
	Seed Sample 4
	Seed Sample 5

	Wind Carried
	
	
	
	
	

	Floats


	
	
	
	
	

	Pops Out or Shoots Out
	
	
	
	
	

	Catches on Animal Fur
	
	
	
	
	

	Attracts an Organism
	
	
	
	
	


SEED BINGO
SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS

1. What are some advantages of seeds getting away from the parent plant?

2. Why do plants not drop all their seeds at exactly the same time?

3. What would happen if all seeds dropped together and fell in the same spot?

4. How might humans and animals help disperse seeds?

Assessment
Task: Students are assessed on the two final products: the Seed Bingo display and the written or oral answers to the four supplementary questions.
Seed Bingo Rubrics
	
	# Points

	Seed Bingo Display

1.
Appearance of Display
--overall neatness and quality of presentation
--headings clearly stand out

2.
Contains minimum of ten seeds (1 points for each seed)

3.
Accomplished Seed Bingo

4.
Accuracy of Seed Bingo—classifies seed to proper seed dispersal method (1 point for each seed)


	4

4

10

10

10



	Supplementary Questions
1.
Format Selected:
___ written question      ___ written essay       ___ tape recording

· Communicates logically

· Full development of ideas

· Clear articulation/concise

· Uses science-appropriate language

· Few mechanical communication errors

2. Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the major biological concept asked.

· Question #1

· Question #2

· Question #3

· Question #4


	2

2

2

2

3

3

3

3




� From the Communication Competency Assessment Instrument (1982), ED210748.


� Adapted from public domain activities by the Mathematics, Science, and Technology Program, New York State Education Department, nd. The specific developer was Joyce Valenti in Wirrhem, New York.





